
SDRME Communications Committee 
Chair: George Nowacek 

The committee shall provide technical expertise and counsel gained through practical 
experience in support of the different electronic systems used to communicate among 
members and committees. The committee responsibilities include maintenance and 
enhancement of the resources to facilitate communication among members and 
committee work, especially the Executive Committee. These resources include but are 
not limited to the organizational website, group communications systems and 
communications archival systems 

Technical Support (Linda Goldenhar) 
SDRME website maintenance 
SDRME member database maintenance and updating (in MS Access) 
Maintain/ update on-line biannual SDRME survey 
Coordinate the development and administration of periodic on-line polls and 

questionnaires. 
Primary contact and support for SDRME account on Hostek 

Analysis and reporting of biannual Survey and other periodic polls and questionnaires 
(Jon Veloski, Sandy Cook) 

Oversee and manage the administration of the biannual survey 
Analyze the biannual survey results 
Write report(s) of results biannual survey for the membership and public website 
Develop, administer, analyze and report periodic on-line polls and questionnaires 

to members. 

Electronic communications (Jamie Shumway) 
Maintain the Webcrossing EC and Member computer conferences 
Maintain and promote the SDRME member listserv 
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George Nowacek 

From: Sandy Cook, Ph.D.[scook@bsd.uchicago.edu] 

Monday, February 14, 2005 9:54 PM Sent: 

To: George Nowacek 

Subject: Re: EC meeting of SDRME 

Follow Up Flag: Follow up 

Flag Status: Red 

Dear George, 

I want to thank you for all the information from the Communication's Committee - it helped me to be 
prepared. 

Here are some comments/requests from the EC to the Communication's Committee. 

• Everyone was very pleased with the individuals you were able to retain to work on the committee 
- kudos. We did want to verify that you would be chair through 2006. That would mean it would 
be important to begin grooming a future chair. Linaa might be a good choice to think about since 
she is willing to provide some institutional support for the web pages. Thoughts? 

• Updates to the web-The committee was eager to have updates made on the website. Should that 
be a part of a future Communication's committee conference call? Below are some of the things 
we discussed 
~ o Membership application and perhaps even the review criteria - (this may require us getting 

updated info from the membership committee - John Shatzer. 
i,l.v o updated articles of association from Diane Heestand (updated for 501c3 status) 

o not discussed but 
. . ~ History/meetings - there was a discussion about perhaps integrating the history and 
(J-1' meetings section - by being able to click on the meeting - see pictures of who was there, 

who the officers were at the time, and the agenda/minutes. Don't know who and how this 
will be done - but we can discuss further. 

~o Update the committee members - Probably need a proactive process for that. 
o Membership database - there was a question of who has and should make update -

especially in regard to the positions and status. Kristi is tackling some of this with John -
but your input would be valuable. 

o Sponsored scholarship. There was a lot of discussion about expanding this section to 
include: Name, year, and project of all winners, then publications and even if not published 
~ at least an abstract or "unpublished" summary of the work - just so we have something that 

is done. Plus the application and guidelines. 
~o COS - since we are no longer doing COS - we should probably remove. 

r.Alll"""o Once we have more information - we will probably need to add something about the 
.,... ~ Council of Academic Societies and our 501c3 status. 

• Cost issues: 

3/2/2005 

o $60/yr for the website seemed reasonable and the EC was happy to keep. 
o $629/yr for the Webcrossing seemed a bit high to the EC. The EC requested that the 

communication's committee review and compare some other alternatives along with what 
they can and cannot do - so that we can prioritize and determine if it is worth the costs. For 
example, Just using a listserv versus the value of having a threaded communications and 
archiving; independent product or tyeing to another institutional service (to save costs) 
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o Utilization - the group also wanted to know if you had access to any utilization data for 
webcrossing and the web? 

• Additional database? 
o the EC wondered if it would be possible to create a new database or add to the current 

membership database some fields that would help us keep track of the sponsored 
scholarships - who was awarded, when, notes about progress, publications, abstracts, non
published reports. 

Well - I guess that is it for now. Thanks again for all the work you do to keep things together. 

Sandy 

George Nowacek wrote: 

Sandy: I sent my summary of the Communications Committee members and responsibilities, but I 
didn't say anything about budget implications for 2005. That is not an unreasonable request. 

Right now there is the annual costs for the Hostek webhosting, which will be $60 per year. The 
other costs over the past few years has been to Kevin to do programming for the biannual survey 
and small questionnaires. But with Linda Goldenhar offering to have her staff programmer provide 
that support, that shouldn't be a cost factor for the future. Also, you have that questionnaire
generation survey system that you showed for Boyd's annual meeting survey that should take care 
of any ad hoc questionnaires to the members. A simple poll of the members can also be done 
either by your questionnaire system, or by the Poll on Webcrossing. 

The other continuing cost factor that needs to be discussed is Webcrossing as the communications 
system for SDRME. Right now, it is being used by the EC for discussions, by the membership 
committee for discussions (or it will be in the immediate future), by the members of general 
communications, and as the listserv system for the members. If it is decided to continue with 
Webcrossing, I think I would suggest that SDRME get it's own dedicated site. Boyd Richards can 
comment on the transition to a dedicated site that I did for the Team Learning Collaborative. The 
ongoing costs for a dedicated Webcrossing site would be $65 for one-time setup and $629 per year. 

This has gotten to be considerably longer than I expected, but I think this is everything that would 
have budget implications. 

George 

From: Sandy Cook, Ph.D. [mailto:scook@bsd.uchicago.edu] 
Sent: Monday, December 06, 2004 12:41 PM 
To: George Nowacek 
Subject: EC meeting of SDRME 

Dear George, 

I'm being asked to address the following at the Executive Committee meeting in January: 

• Membership survey 
• Committee membership 
• Budget implications for 2005 

3/2/2005 
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Are you going to be there? If not, do (will) you have information to share with me about 
these issues? 

Thanks 

Sandy Cook, Ph.D. 
Associate Dean for Curricular Affairs 
The University of Chicago 
Office of Medical Education 
924 E. 57th St., Suite 104 
Chicago, IL 60637 

E-mail: scook@uchicago.edu 
Phone: 773-834-7828 
Fax: 
Pager: 

773-834-0688 
7236 

Sandy Cook, Ph.D. 
Associate Dean for Curricular Affairs 
The University of Chicago 
Office of Medical Education 
924 E. 57th St., Suite 104 
Chicago, IL 60637 

E-mail: scook@uchicago.edu 
Phone: 773-834-7828 
Fax: 773-834-0688 
Pager: 7236 

3/2/2005 
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