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Minutes of the SDRME International Committee, Nov. 10 -
Present: D. Cook, E. Dannefer, L. Sandlow. Not present: Charlotte Ringsted 

The role of international members and the goals of SDRME in attracting international 
members was discussed. David and Les agreed that historically the goal was to provide 
help and support to medical educators and to ~xpand the influence and credibility of 
medical educators. 

The requirements for international membership as presented on the SDRME website: 
"a. Individuals responsible for medical education research in medical schools 
outside North America may become an SDRME international affiliate member. 
b. Criteria for acceptance of international affiliate members are that they be a 
director of a medical education unit with responsibility for medical education 
research in their school. Applicants are not subject to formal review by the 
Membership Committee; rather, acceptance is based upon an informal review by 
the Chair of the International Committee." 

We considered these requirements and feel strongly that for those schools that do not 
have an education unit, membership should be available if the applicant has an active 
leadership role in medical education and has obtained the support of the appropriate 
administrative leader within their institution. 

We discussed the need for an application form (see attached form) that would require 
submission of their CV. We reviewed the CVs of two potential candidates. One reported 
extensive responsibility for educational activities plus publications, and the other one 
reported minimal involvement in education. This review suggested that CV s can be one 
way of screening potential candidates. 

Action Items: 

Develop a cover letter and application form for international educators interested in 
applying for membership. This will be reviewed by the committee and submitted to the 
SDRME leadership for review. (Should we also ask them to consider posting the letter 
and application on the SDRME website? ED) 

If the letter and application form were approved, all SDRME members would be 
contacted and asked to identify international medical educators who might qualify for 
membership, and the information for membership would be made available. (If this step 
is approved we will need to have a process in place for getting the information to the 
potential members. ED) - · 

Develop a plan for an SDRME presence at AIMEE and the Ottawa Conference. 
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Dear Colleagues, 

We are writing to introduce you to the Society for Directors of Research in Medical Education, an 
organization dedicated to enhancing the quality of education in medical schools. It is composed 
of directors of units with responsibility • for educational research, evaluation, and program 
development. The Society promotes: (a) research in medical education, (b) collaboration among 
its members and with other organizations, (c) professional development for its members and (d) 
the development of research units in medical education. The Society is an advocate for education 
research and development in medicine and seeks to influence national research policy. 

We invite you to visit the SDRME website at http://www.sdrme.org/ and become familiar with 
the programs and services of SDRME. The website is freely accessible and provides valuable 
information on the medical education offices of its members. Membership in SDRME offers 
access to the member discussion listserv and two yearly meetings. The annual meeting is held 
during the summer in North America and the Fall Meeting occurs during the meeting of the 
Association of American Medical Colleges (AAMC). 

If you are an administrative head of a unit in medical medicine, you may be interested in joining 
the Society to participate in the member discussion listserv and the meetings as the representative 
from you institution. We recognize that not all medical schools have formal offices of medical 
education, and therefore invite schools to identify a faculty member who is taking a leadership 
role in curriculum and faculty development and/or evaluation to be a representative for their 
institution. If you are interested in being your school's representative we suggest that you discuss 
this with the administrative head of your education unit or other appropriate leader. International 
members are asked to pay yearly dues of $25 ($200 for US members). We have attached an 
application form for your convenience. 

I would stress that membership is not required to take advantage of the information posted on the 
SDRME website. If you have any questions or would like more information about membership, 
please feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely, 
✓ 

Elaine F. Dannefer, Ph.D. 
Chair, International Committee, SDRME 
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Charlotte Ringsted, M.D. 



Application for Membership in 
The Society for Directors of Research in Medical Education 

1. Please provide a brief overview of the formal units or departments at your 
institution that are responsible for supporting medical education and research. 

2. . Describe your role in medical education at your institution. 

3. If you are the head administrator of your institution's medical education unit 
proceed to #6. If not, proceed to #4 or #5. 

4. If your medical school does not have a formal medical education unit, please have 
the appropriate administrator submit a letter requesting that you be identified as 
the representative from your institution. 

5. If you do have a formal medical education unit, please have the head administrator 
submit a letter requesting that you serve as your institution's SDRME 
representative. 

6. Please submit this application form witll your CV to: 
· Elaine F. Dannefer, Ph.D. 
dannefe@ccf.org 
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